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Chapter VIII 

The Bullets of Dealey Plaza: Control of Evidence 



No other single point in the mass of assassination issues so 
strongly moved the Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the staff of the Warren Commission to control 

the inquiry than the possibility proof of more than three bullets 

IaA^J flA , pf l/Kl/LO OuUU \jl\AiO /J'ivAb itfM. 

striding in^ Dealey Plaza outside 'the presidential limousine 'mighty 

,v b'W'ta Ivy flA. cM ivOk-fct & 0W*'Vf - ') )uh C-C'i 1 M>VUPU,i1^ Huff fl*J / AJ / 

l v appear to destroy their presumptive findings of no conspiracy. At 
'IK'- b.vUlti }yU'UMwj\X^(lv\ Mb dl> ivpvvti' • , j Ivh-iHvMiJ 

all costs knowledge of additional bullets must not emerge, or if 

it did somehow escape their control, its credibility must be 

immediately undermined. To this end scores of well schooled, 

otherwise fine men, knowingly tossed honor and decency overboard, 

tore up their oaths of office, spurned their allegiance to the 

American nation, turned their backs on Sunday School teachings and 

Boy Scout principles and moral guides followed all their lives, 

and broke the rules of their ancient professions. They avidly and 

schemingly sought to sustain the corruptive demands imposed by the 

predetermined conclusion, the sick vision of a dictator, that a 

single assassin fired only three bullets. 

*L/w\ 'n/t 

Official LLnd4ftgs held that the' lone assassin Lee Harvey 
Oswald fired only three shots from the easternmost window of the 
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sixth floor of the large reel brick, seven story Texas School Book 

Depository standing on the northeast corner of Dealey Plaza, 

wounding and killing President Kennedy and wounding Governor 

Connally who rode in the limousine and wounding citizen James 

/vwtflJL' wry 

Tague who stood, near the triple underpass. v Oswa-ld-^bsoluteiv. , 

■1h /pWH h j/vuowvkW /ufiMM* iU^ 

could--no^-4ioA£e-44red— one— rerund-m or e or on e— r-onnd-— Les s . The i( , ' \ 

, , ,n hXjMACC W 'WHTUL.WtlU Av Uvc W 

iM- ' evidence' is not only that precisely defined -but— ^Pso-^that 



.(Mr' 



evidence is r^ot only tnat precisely aer inea -out— aju.-&o--ti] 
. ,Aa ^ MW M'vfjuu 'Jh«. if^w.k/iA^r tl/unif* 

V v vA^aA'^ y, -j a 1 \/ - t-h m at- Hnwn nnnr\ 3ll f arhs . t*0 b3TlG of 3 



rigorously thrust down upon all facts, to the bane of any 
_ dissenting questions . 

The Warren Commission dfotmd that one of the three bullets 

missed both men in the car. One inflicted all seven non-fatal 

wounds on President Kennedy and Governor Connally. While the 

Commission also said that the missed bullet could have been the 

first or the second one fired, the iron facts of the single- 

at a A ^ fvwt (Mmd 

bullet-theory are such that the .first bullet had to have^ inf-l-tcted 
j_.l v (-4) tv uflwuT •yul-y.Cjii'Y' lo tl< .Hw •/ •] 'It tirwnU'M tWi «**( tL rut * tlwu •jUif' 

adae wounds. And-; — the — thlrrd~-bullet killed Kennedy. Whether the 

missed bullet or fragments of the third wounded Tague the 
witiJUb dUf tu'Ttuf b bwH jiUy jarf (ruU^t^ 
commissioners did not know. Tb£-£-tf-J-cAa 






T hp n f f J-ci-a-l — con cl u s i on will not 



peiuxLiL_any_jotheE— eenstruetion— of -these-facts . 

The FBI and the Secret Service, though, steadfastly believe 

all three bullets hit either Kennedy or Connally. . < 

fyt > , (A wyjWwliA/M 

for all three federal agencies *~h^ pvi stpnA*— df a fourth 

2/ 1 \n-ul4 *4* 



%he— certaii 



il.q for finding a conspiracy 

id the official findings a&e false. -And 



I Ok UwfotUMw //is- pit ,n< li-tJ drtuX !w</ d tn vy C'b 

i f -they— a r&~f a 1 s e, the -inquiry- -failed - r — *-*— 1 J r '' 1 1 

a tww >1 0, ur&M** 1 vK .uvv^M ^ 

,l< ' < ttheenormous resources andmonies ex] 



r—And~-^rf ~the-~iAqu i r Y fa i-led . 



/(r.'V'Uh U/lruXf VV'PvcUmW OM'i 

reputatlon-oil4hoA4gh 



TTxpendedlwere for naught; the 

u 

Mghee t of f ici a ±s ~ of ~t he land — a-chaTade^ the 
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venerated FBI— 1 -e w > - m eatrr~and incompetent^ and, /four score 

Uvulf rfjitil'l *10 Le> 

honorable men and women of the staff — th e b e at —fools and liars 
and cowards . 



evaluation, but, sustain a' conclusion rautnorities reiuseu lo 
inquibe—into the assassination of President Kennedy. A surprising 
number of witnesses say they saw bullets hit on the turf or bounce 



full rig, others spare, can be found scattered haphazardly 
throughout the records and testimony of the Commission or in the 
oddments of the local press as related by the citizen critics. 
Regretfully, the federal government did not make a systematic 
inquiry into witness testimony and we are left with that which 
slipped through the- failure. Many references no doubt lie buried 



Also, at various times following the assassination ordinary 

citizens stumbled upon bullets at or near the scene of the crime 
cx H<( 

^possibly related to the murder^ these yau— can— hold— in- your~~hand. 

These appeared over the yedrs randomly and serendipitously . 

Additionally, two bullets left distinctive marks, one struck the 

north sidewalk of Elm Street and one struck the Main Street curb 

wounding James T. Tague^ alone they are incompatible with the 
[J fvtvnww hv* w riZlytU. t*.. - 

e^idence-s^t-afavlng--the_J:.hlLee_-J3 iil 1 ets — coaolusi^on of, the Co m missi on — 




off the pavement or curbs. 



Their testimony or statements, some in 



in tt records. 
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and the FBI . 



'iLh 



Let us first examine the evidence from eyewitnesses 

/lAkUi-k' jU-yfr i _ . , r 

bullets striking outsidF'tHe'tJar . "Several observations come from 

testimony before the Commission. In Dallas, on July 22, 1964, 

eight months after the murder. Miss Virgie Rachley appeared before 

Commission assistant counsel Wesley J . Liebeler in room 301 of the 

Post Office Building at Bryan and Ervay Streets, Dallas, the 

office of United States attorney Barefoot Sanders. Liebeler took 

her eyewitness deposition. A bookkeeper at the Texas School Book 

Depository Miss Rachley had gone outside the building with several 

other co-workers to view the motorcade. She stood "just at the 

edge of Elm Street at the side of the Depository." After Kennedy 

had passed she heard a shot. Then, she told Liebeler, "I saw a 



shot or something hit the pavement. 

ijAU „7h-> r 

v sparks from it 

t -the-^str-eet— 

</ Ufu.il. 



. . you .could see the 

, - . Ac CXfhru-tf'-b', ') 

. " The bullet hit near .Xh^. ~^^eh ; Ofri:h^r^T^e--ot 



djTthe middle of the left- 



nanS~lstte^ behind the car, "near the first sign on the right-hand 
side of Elm Street." 

Then she heard the second shot. 

/V)vf > ^wT 6 . J-C'-U/bjli , , . . . , 

Hex—test-imony clashed with -the— physical — imper at-ives__imposed 

upon the Commission ' s concl u sio n s . Officials attempted to avoid 

her eyewitness information. As late as June 11 no one in the FBI 

or~ fremv the Commission staff had" yet interviewed her . By t.hen the 

u\ I lu‘ /'Pi (/-^v^ j 6, 

Commission staff had severe problems f-dreing the wounds/«ftd 

n ii ' ! vr> t f)u i'Xfr UsC-fM-fa jlgTritti/*' r 

physical—cons-tr^'irtts-af— the--ehoot-ing-eviderrce-iTrto— the-t-ime-f r ame 

H9P©s«d by the Zapruder film j^whose -carefully measured running - 
time acted as a precise /clocks and y et — account — £o.r — the wou ndtn g o f 



‘h 
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.. Kennedy and Connally. To have the first .shot miss meant the 

second shot had to Inflict the- -wounds and-..ii---<!.i mn.l_v._r>nn la A^ 

Thore Hero seven nonfatal wounds alone on Kennedy and Connally > there wa3 the fatal 
shot and there was l’ague's wounding. None of those bullets could possible have been the 
one whoso impact Uachley suw an:j? testified to. 
chambered and fired. ) 



Liebeler 



' s,fdTv 






verting and muddled questioning e£-her-. 



consistently confuses her information, making it difficult to , 

J>\ ur tA'kM.A&»'‘hT It'A.CtV-tr 

follow the part of her testimony dealing with the bouncing -shot . 

He jumps around, questioning first one point and then another.^ 

U j ^4-lttf, fijy rllciLI-' 

Rachley'^dispiays— een^usxon over the location of the hu-Hrefe—h-it / 

-j; /U puzzled over the precise spot ~sEe— saw— -it when she attempts to mark 

it on a /photograph j Liebeler gives her . From the wrangle over the 

-£{cv f (map )a reader comes away with the sugqasii^n she is perhaps not f 

clear on what she saw, diminishing her credibility., uC> . 

But when thdandp 'Liebeler used-^hieh-ds-pn-infeed in another 

, volume*’ of the Hearings and Exhibits ^vojumesj is examined the / , / 

i vl (U( A* ItnA'iii.iMUY' fU t P ilt-t'J ■Ut f /X'Acu- fX<- ^ 

. reason 'Rachley had difficulty becomes .obvious: The photographA , 

■/yju /U. t't if ! Of /i k/xs iu-Hk ■lifiuh'i “f LiMj/w** !K r/ /Uici-tj 

1 idrebeies— sho wed — her -eo n . f use dAthre— area— she -deposeduo . It was 

| IbJplj i-jaifprL_ f-c nm the opposit e pnd o-f— t-he— sbreet . from the triple 

underpass looking toward the TSBD, a nd fr -om— fa r - awa y-.- The picture 

has no perspective, does not even show where she stood. It has 

improper exposure, is fuzzy. It is impossible to locate anything 

# TUi* 

in her testimony with that photograph. -And-T—- it is not because 

„ , 

Liebeler did not have proper photographs./ - maps^ and the resources 

to acquire 'the”beob-if-he wanted-them-! — He— sheraid— have . He did 

{uu cuU 

not want them. Liebeler tricked her to obfuscate the evidence she 

•1 
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to and damage her . credibility . 

On April 8 and 9, 1964, the Commission staff took depositions 

h> 

from eyewitnesses who had been on the overpass. Two restated 

IJtilr ■ 

seeing bullets hit the pavemen-fe-. ^ c j, h^ .4 

On April 8 at 2:45 in the afternoon Royce G. ^kelton] 
-testifi ed in the U.S. attorney's office in Dallas v^ere Assistant 

Consul Joseph Ball dsposed— hiin . Skelton werited—as a mail clerk 

6 



for the Texas & Louisiana Freight Bureau & had gone to the 

o 

triple overpass to watch the motorcade. He stood over the right 

LA/yX'rt'tf 

(north) lane of Elm Street and had an extrettent view of the 

assassination . During this brief examination Skelton stated that 

• — 

after the second shot he heard another and-saw-a bullet "hit in 

[jit ) A 

the left front of the President’s car on the cement." The hit 

caused "smoke" or fine debris to rise, which drifted southwest in 

a line away from the TSBD. He — felveft---mar-ked on a diagram .Bull 

furnished where He /stood and where he had— se-en the bullet -s-tr-ike 
i/i I'Mc fiwvj ,, 

and the dmoke drlFt))' The Warren Report discussed his testimony: 



Royce G. Skelton, who watched the motorcade from the railroad 
bridge, testified that after two shots "the car came on down 
close to the Triple Underpass" and an additional shot "hit in 
the left front of the President's car on the cement." Skelton 
thought that there had been a total of four shots, either the 
third or fourth of which hit in the vicinity of the 
underpass. . . . Examination of this area, however, disclosed 
no indication that a bullet struck at the locations indicated 
by Skelton . . . ' ' 

The Report omitted, and Ball did not being up, the clash with 
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Skelton's original statement of November 22, 1963, given to the 
sheriff's department and printed as Decker Exhibit 5323, that he 
had seen two bullets hit the pavement. "I saw something hit the 

(SiO ) 

pavement at the left rear^of the car," he said, "then the car got 

in the right hand lane and I heard two more shots." Then he heard 

vfit another.- shot "and saw the bullet hit the pavement. The 
His statement that he saw the impact to the jf "rear" of the limoudine is consistent ~ 



with hacij 1 '" rl ■’ to 5/ iraony. 

pavement xn u. 

The Report dissembles when it says Skelton's mark could not 

be found. Within a week of the assassination Dallas had repaved 

Elm Street, covering up any possible evidence of such a hit. 

The manipulation of Skelton appears in more striking terms 

when one examines the diagram he marked for attorney Ball. 

Ju it H'-t-h’ ’ 

(Skelton Exhibit 1). The diagram was actually a childlike map 

't 

sketched out for Ball and assistant counsel David Belin that 
morning by Patrolman Joe E. Murphy who had testified at 9:50 a.m. 
about his duties that day atop the triple overpass. (Murphy 
Exhibit 1) Throughout that day and the next as overpass witnesses 
would come in they would take turns marking up the diagram, until 
a hodge podge of marks and circles and numbers peppered it. 

The diagram was crude, entirely without perspective or even 
reasonable placement of the buildings. Further, in the Skelton 
exhibit form it is printed darkly with extreme care having to be 
taken to even know what one is looking at. A long rectangular 
block represents the triple overpass, another big one the Stemmons 
Freeway. Poorly drawn streets of Commerce, Main, and Elm are 
placed with odd shaped boxes for the various buildings. Then in 
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one of the strangest features on any of the Warren Commissions 
maps and sketches, there runs at right angles to the Stemmons 
Expressway block in the upper righthand side at the edge a 
rectangular block that represents the T & P R. R. overpass of 
Stemmons Expressway. In trying to puzzle out the strange sketch 
Skelton lost his orientation when asked to sign his name and mark 
an X where he had stood. This did not bother the assistant counsel 
though who told him to just forget the rest of the diagram and 
consider the T & P the triple overpass. Skelton put his X under 
the T & P and signed his name! 

One has to search to find Skelton's mark where he saw the 
bullet hit, the diagram is so dark. One finally finds the slight 
arrow on Elm pointing away from the TSBD, but the building is a 
baby-type small square, not properly located or proportioned. If 
one follows the direction of the arrow of the mark backwards it 
goes to the west end of the Depository. But the clincher is the 

T — A--t ^ -P 4-U ^ mnwlr rx-> f -kf r» 1 nncv. -1 n HAmna f i K1 Q Xtl 1. f" h . 

The Commission had precise surveyor's plats and aerial photographs. Hot using them and 
using the crude sketch assured confusion if it was not designed to create it. 

questions. oiu hul ina^e even a ieeo±e aut-empL 

to provide a serious first quality map of the plaza scene nor to 

if* 

orient carefully the witness before asking questions. 

The same day Austin Miller appeared before Joe Ball. Ball 
trotted him through his testimony and dismissed the crucial 
eyewitness without much detail being drawn from him. We see too 
the effort of— the - assistant c ounsel to confuse him. Ball gave him 
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Murphy's diagram to locate his position on the overpass and Miller 
struggled manfully to mark it. US' did not probe Miller's knowledge 
of a street hit. 

When we turn to earlier documents we find a disparity between 
Miller's original views given to authorities and his later 
testimony before Liebeler . In a notarized statement given on 
November 22 to the Sheriff's Department, Miller had said, "One 
shot apparently hit the street past the car." But Ball made no 
effort to bring this out or to ask if he saw what his buddy 
Skelton had seen. r . , . • 

* v r •' • * ** v 

During the April 1 testimony of Roger D. Craig before 

assistant counsel David Belin in the office of thq U. S. 

jjtlu m & 

attorney in Dal las Another reference to a bullet strike- is made . 

Craig was a deputy sheriff who stood in front of the Sheriff's 

office at 505 Main Street watching President Kennedy pass by. 

When shots rung out, he ran to the railroad yards to search them, 

found nothing and returned. Then he was told to help search for a 

riw f -l 

bullet hit on Elm Street. In a November 23 deposition he said he 

f 

had been told a bullet "had struck the curb on the south side of 
Elm Street." On April 1 he reiterated this information with 
detail. 

Buddy Walthers, a criminal investigator for the Sheriff’s 
department, had told Craig and Officer Lemmy Lewis that one of the 
bullets "had ricocheted off the south curb of Elm Street." So they 
crossed Elm Street to "look for the place where the bullet might 
have hit." When asked by Belin why he thought this, Craig replied 
that "someone said that one of them had." They did not find any 
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Ijjnored but readily available news photographs show Ualthers and an unidentified man 



examining an object on the grass, near the curb. WhU Uv- iUji, 



aiiM j... — . 

At 1:30 p. m. on April 1, 1964, assist-anfe-courts^-l— Joseph 
Ball inter-viewed Patrolman J. W. Foster of the Dallas Police 
Department in the United States attorney’s office. Foster worked 
as a traffic investigator for the (tJPD^'and had been assigned to 
patrol the overpass during the motorcade. After the assassination 
he joined the search of the murder scene. On Elm he found "where 
one shot had hit the turf there at the location." When Ball asked 
him if had "found any marks on the street in any place?" Foster 
replied he had. "It was hit. They caught the manhole cover right 

l 

at the corner . . ." Whereupon Ball showed him a photograph, 
marked as Commission Exhibit No. 2111, of the manhole cover and 
asked him if he saw any marks of a bullet on it? Foster said he 
did not, but it "went into the turf." Officers recovered no 
bullet. Foster had notified the department and the crime 
laboratory came down and snapped a photograph of the mark. 
(Commission Exhibit No. 2111) The Commission had prepared for 
Foster . 

Two months before on February 13, 1964, Forest Sorrels of the 
' i'c n +' 

Dallas Secret Service wrote to Inspector Kelley in Washington 

S? 

stating he had inspected the slab. "I did not see any mark that 
in my opinion could have been caused by a bullet and I did not see 
how it could have been possible for any fragment of any of the 
three bullets that were fired to have hit this concrete slab." 

The Warren Report noted no indication of the reported shot could 
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be found . 

Here again the predisposition to the conclusion of a sole 
assassin shooting thre'e times^ from the easternmost ^window of the 
Texas School Book Depository appears. Sorrels remarks it could 
not be one of the three bullets and thus Foster's testimony to a 
manhole clip is not possible. Of course, this baldly assumes 
before he started to investigate that there were three bullets; a 
sound and responsible inquiry would have gone with the facts of 
the physical evidence alone and then drawn conclusion. What if 
there were four bullets and one of them from a different gun? But 
a further problem enters into the questioning of Foster. 



Ball did not take Foster to the scene to ask where he saw the 

bullet mark, and it was only a few blocks away from where the 

deposition was being ^edeived. Neither did he ask Foster to 

describe in great detail the physical characteristics of the hit 

on the curb— the size, color, precise place, depth, exact 

relation sh s t ead^Ba 1 1 offered Foster a deceptive 

photograph. Foster had to dope out the hit through shadows cast ^ 

across portions of the corner of the slab where he had said the 

hit occurred. The photograph is not of high quality. It is not a 

close-up, but taken from several feet away. The corner where 

Foster claimed to have seen the mark is partially covered with 

~tL C&W vlift tfru.iS 

grass and shadows. If a mark was on it, in fact, how could one 

ii 

see it? 

The police photographer should also have been deposed*-^ 

M^S resumablY he snapped a pictuce of something and did not ^ ornrnit 

ijandom-ph^ What did he see to shoot? It should 



page 11 



The Bullets of Dealey Plaza: Control of Evidence 



j/dtirfu-iC i>*- 

be recalled that two of the marks left by shots that struck ©» 
CiAvwtvi, iii/Vt/U-if 

Dealey Plaza, the/'curb and the\ sidewalk, were later discovered to 
have been patched by persons unknown <te—g4nwl-atc th e textnr e- o f 






the-s-urroun4-±R^-cement . It cannot be. assumed that, this did not 
occur with the manhole slab/ln -othe^ words^Soriwiff^ia not 
establish the Integrity of the object being viewed,- -Neither did 



the Comm i s sd on -attorney - . 

Foster*' called in a/ photographer to snap a photograph of a 

j 



strike he in fact saw on— the-elab on November 22. 

There are other witness statements on bullets hitting the 
road or turf. In the Dallas Tlmes-Herald of the 22d Sheriff Bill 
Decker who rode in the lead car ahead of the limousine is quoted 
as telling a reporter that he "may have seen one of the bullets 
hit the concrete and bounce." This is never referred to again by 
Decker . 

When New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison tried Clay 
Shaw for conspiracy to murder President Kennedy he brought into 
the court several witnesses to the murder. In January 1969, the 
construction worker Richard Randolph Carr testified. He had been 
atop an unfinished building near the southeast corner of Dealey 



Plaza and had seen the assassination from his high perch. Like so 

many other witnesses he had not been sought out by officials and 

Jk y 

had not been able to give his evidence -before the Warren 
Commission. He said "one of the shots 'knocked a bunch of grass 



up. ’" 

In the mid-1970s the House Select Committee launched an ill- 
starred probe of the assassination, which brought forth several 
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fllUl/ ? / 

belated witnesses to the murder. Charles Rodgers related he had 
stood ^n) Dealey Plaza with Mike Nally. .Nally’s uncle had been a 
motorcycle policeman in the motorcade. After the murder the uncle 
related that when he hearded the shots being fired, he heard a 
clanging noise on the fender of his motorcycle. He looked down 
and saw a .45 caliber slug roll off into the street, but had to 
leave to accompany the fleeing limousine. The House Select 
Committee said it could not locate this uncle. 

Another motorcycle policeman, Starvis Ellis, who rode 100-125 
feet in front of the limousine, told the House Committee that 
"just as he started down the hill of Elm Street, he looked back 
toward President Kennedy's car and saw debris come up from the 
ground at a nearby curb." 

On August 6, 1964, the FBI interviewed Wayne E. Hartman and 

his wife Edna. The Hartmans had heard over the radio the FBI was 

conducting additional investigations in the area where President 

Kennedy had been assassinated and was looking for another bullet 

that "might possibly have been fired at the time of the 

assassination." So, they contacted the Dallas Bureau. Later they 

recalled the FBI did not seem very interested in us." Special 

-b TlU't * 

Agents A. Raymond Switzer and Robert M. Barrett tQQjL,d own „ their 
irrfo rnid tiurr and typed it up on a FD 302 form dated August 10. 

On November 22, the Hartmans had business at the courthouse in 
Dallas and had proceeded from it to Mullendore's Cafeteria at 601 
Main Street. While eating someone announced that President 
Kennedy's motorcade would pass by on the street outside. Wayne 

I 

and Edna went outside and watched the motorcade, afterwards they 



page 13 



The Bullets of Dealey Plaza: Control of Evidence 



returned inside when soon they heard some shots. They left and 
walked west to (fhe^a^assv ~are3i> Out of. curiosity they proceeded 
down the grassy slope to ask a police officer what had happened. 

While there they noted disturbances in the turf. At this 
point the FBI changed their information. They actually saw "two 
separate gouges, more or less running parallel" for four or five 
feet in the grass. The FBI gave an incorrect report of a single 
gouge running 18 to 24 inches. But Wayne Hartman pressed down on 
the damaged grass to see how far it went. The FBI also reported 
falsely that the gouge lined up with the Texas School Book 
Depository, when the Hartmans clearly stated the two gouges lines 
up with the north grassy knoll. A Fort Worth photographer, Harry 
Cadluck took photographs of the gouges and said "there was more 
than one piece of turf knocked. . . . like someone shoved in a 
screwdriver and peeled it back a little . . ."A second piece was 
not as big. The FBI reports do not mention the photographer or his 
pictures. The Hartmans stood about five feet south of where the 
culvert or manhole cover was located. 

When the Hartmans returned on November 24 to inspect the 
scene again they found the grass in the area where they had 
observed the gouged out holes had been trampled down and they 
could not locate the hit. How this is possible by random foot 
traffic was not gone into by the Special Agents. 

In his September 9, 1964, report to headquarters, Dallas SA 
Robert P. Gemberling included the sanitized and corrupted version 
of the Hartman information. At headquarters Assistant to the 

i. 

Director Belmont read it and through 4vis— ass rst-ant William A. 
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dJu-l 

Branigan on September 17 queried whether the agents had checked 
the area with a mine detector to determine if a bullet had been 
recovered? Nothing had been done. So the FBI shipped in a mine 
detector, a Detectron, Model 27, metal detector. FBI Agents Nat A. 
Pinkston and Robert M. Barrett searched a three hundred square 
foot area around the culvert, discovered no bullet, but a couple 
of miscellaneous metal objects. Case closed. But could the ^ake&) l 
word of FBI agents who had falsified information to begin with be 
accepted as valid by history and reality? Only their superiors 
could accept it. 

An instance of a possible additional bullet came from the 
press. A series of nine photographs appeared in the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram depicting officials at the scene of the crime 
searching for bullets. Buddy Walthers and a Dallas policeman- are 
shown standing on the south curb of Elm Street .west of and near 
the manhole cover slab. In the progression, the two stoop to 
examine the grass, an unknown man in a suit takes up the search 
while the two stand and watch. Then the suited hand of the third 
man reaches for an object. The unknown man is shown as, he walks 
away with the object clutched in his. left hand. 

In the New Republic of December 21, 1963. Richard Dudman 
of the Saint Louis Post Dispatch who was on Dealey Plaza that day 
wrote, "A group of police officers were examining the area at 
the side of the street where the President was hit,, and a police 
inspector told me they had just found another bullet in the 
grass." The British journalist Nerin E. Gun in his book Red Roses 
from Texas . published in early 1964 and the subject of a remark in 
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the Warren Commission executive hearings by Allen Dulles, wrote, 
that Buddy Walthers "described to me himself how he found the 
bullet and a picture taken immediately after the shooting by a 
Dallas Times photographer shows this detection and a Secret 
Service man in the act of retrieving a bullet from the turf at the 
roadside." 

No further information is known about this incident; the 

Commission did not investigate it. 

Two critics Gary Shaw and Larry Harris relate that a Dallas 
television personality, Bert Shipp, said that an unidentified 
mailman that afternoon handed a television camerman from his 
station an empty 30.06 cartridge asking it be given to Shipp. He 
said it had found it in the bushes near the Texas School Book 
Depository. There are only so many mailmen in Texas and he could 
have been located and along with Shipp could have been called to 
testify. Shipp still has the cartridge. 

Of the Shipp account no further information seems to exist. 

Six other instances of bullet cases or the bullets themselves 

exit. 

In July or August, 1966, William A. Barbee found a bullet 
embedded in the roof of a building located at 1615 Stemmons 
Freeway, Dallas. In December, 1967, he had read a Lif e magazine 
article on the assassination that prompted him to furnish the 
bullet to the FBI. On December 11, 1967, the Dallas Field Office 
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jPailas-by- teletype-*- The fabled laboratory reported that the slug 
was a .30 caliber carbine-type, "entirely different from any 
ammunition specimens examined in connection with the assassination 
evidence. It could not have been fired in the assassination 
rifle." On December 27, 1967, Headquarters telephoned Dallas to 
order further clarification of the location of the cartridge with 

i l^v-tJ.^4 CUv«~ 

respect to its proximity to the TSBD. The- Dallas re* Steve 
Albright and SA Wallace R. Heitman surveyed the area on December 
- 29, 1967, and said the site was one mile north of the Depository. 
From ground floor one cannot see the TSBD. From the ground floor 
of the TSBD one cannot see the 1615 Steinmons Freeway building. 

(The bullet of course was found in the roof. Can the roof be seen 
from Dealey Plaza and vice versa? — yes.) The Dallas December 
29th Airtel to the Director, FBI, containing the results of the 
survey, concluded by remarking, 

"Bearing in mind that LEE HARVEY OSWALD fired from the 
Southeast 6th floor window of the Texas Schoolbook 
Depository, the building at 1615 Stemmons Freeway would not 
be in any way in the line of fire." 

The FBI Hook no further action. >. / /j / / „ / 

M l,\ru{.V /foiee 

( Of course, the obvious cofte-l-us-ion— ts— th at, other sit e .s arou nd 
iv> z-' 

/l5ealey Plaza -coul d' hav e b ee n u c cd - b y— and th ey- could have fired 

' .. fr 

this (errantpbul let that ultimately struck the roof^ but this would 

/Y)\i |W U'i? ft -x 

• — ^lave T-equt-red a conspiracy. .The episode agai^' illustrates how the 

£. fhw/ 

FBI controlled the inquiry by ^S'tul-atlrrg~on±y the mystical 
official scenario was— reaHt-y, nothing else could have happened. 

0* ° .UUfxt 

The treatment of the Barbee shot is similar to that accorded the 
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Rex M. Oliver^sfrOt . 

During October or November, 1968, he could not recall the 
exact time, Rex M. Oliver worked for the Texas Highway Department 
in the city of Dallas. While working in the vicinity of Commerce 
and Stemmons Freeway, "at the entrance to north Stemmons Freeway" 
he found a bullet "which appeared to have ricocheted off of 
something." He picked up the bullet and put it in his pocket and 
had kept it since. It was "somewhat corroded as if it had been in 
the weather for a long time." When he mentioned his find to his 
engineer he suggested to Oliver it might be the "third bullet", 
which he had heard about in connection with the assassination 
since Oliver found it "in just about the right spot." 

For two or three weeks Oliver tried to contact Jim Garrison 
in New Orleans but had— been unsuccessful. So on February 15, 

1969, he contacted the Dallas office of the FBI by telephone to 
furnish them the bullet, "if you want it." Oliver did not know 
what caliber the bullet was, but only that the "front" was the 
only damaged portion. The FBI picked up the bullet and on 
February 20 mailed it to its Washington crime laboratory for 
analysis. 

On February 27 the FBI laboratory reported to Dallas that the 
specimen was a .45 caliber steel-jacketed soft point bullet which 
has been fired from a barrel having six lands and grooves, left 
twist. The rifling impressions were the same as those produced by 
Colt, Norwegian and Star automatic pistols and Colt revolvers. 

"It was not possible to determine the length of time that this 
bullet has been exposed to the weather." Then, the laboratory 
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commented: "It is to be noted that this bullet is different from 
any ammunition examined in the assassination case and could not 
have been fired from the assassination rifle." Washington 
returned the bullet to Dallas and took no further action. Here 
once more the FBI utilized the Procrustean control determinate: if 
a bullet did not fit Oswald's rifle it was not legitimate 
evidence. Of course, a different caliber weapon required another 
assassin . 

A Dallasite dug another bullet out. of a building roof. In 

1967 while working as a roofer on top of the Massey Roofing Co. 

urf- 

building in the 1200 block of Elm Street, about eight blocks from 
the TSBD Richard Haythorne discovered a bullet. On April 20, 

1977, his attorney Bill Mason sent it to the House Select 

Committee. The HSC employed a ballistic expert, Wilson, from 

the Washington, D.C., Police Department who found that it was a 
"jacketed, soft-point," .30 caliber Remington-Peters bullet. 

Wilson "concluded that the physical characteristics of the bullet 
were different from those of Mannlicher-Carcano ammunition,, as 
well as the rifling characteristics of the Mannlicher-Carcano 
ammunition and was not fired from the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle." 

Richard Harold Lester's experience matched Haythorne's. A 
night time security guard, Lester had a hobby of searching the 
assassination area on his days off with a metal detector. He 
uncovered many odds and ends of items. But sometime in 1974 — the 
precise time is not remembered — in the cinders of the overpass he 
found a 6.5mm cartridge, sixty-one steps south of a point on the 

I 

west side of the overpass, directly above the south side of 



•/ 
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Commerce Street. A narrow roadway, runs along the westernmost 
railroad tracks, the spent cartridge fell between it and the 
fence. 

Lester kept the cartridge private, not thinking it was of any 
significance until the brouhaha raised over the House Select 
Committee's inquiry into the murder again brought the subject to 
the fore as a Ixie issue. At 11:45 p.m. on November 22, 1976, he 
telephoned KRLD, a Dallas radio talk show, where he told a Dallas 
Tlmes-Herald investigative reporter, Hugh Aynesworth, about his 
find. This initiated a story, with photographs of the scene, and 
a chain of events followed. 

r ) Roused by his reception on November 26 Lester telephoned the 

I - 

FBI office in Dallas and reported what he had found. On December 
1 the FBI interviewed him, asking to borrow the slug for tests in 
the FBI Washington crime laboratory. Lester balked at that, not 
because he did not want to cooperate, but because he was afraid he 
would not get his bullet back. He suggested it be insured, thus 
the FBI would be certain to return it rather than lose the money. 
He did not want money, but was concerned he would lose it. The FBI 
finally convinced him to loan them the bullet, gave him a receipt, 
and assured him "that he will get the bullet back once the 
laboratory examinations have been conducted." For weeks 
afterwards, from time to time, Lester would phone to ask when he 
would get his bullet back, only to be told the tests were still 
being run. 

After a nasty wrangle with the House Select Committee, on 
August 4, 1977 (nine months later) the FBI reported Lester had 
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found a 6.5mm jacketed soft point bullet, but not a full metal 
jacketed one like the CE399 bullet recovered at Parkland Memorial 
Hospital November 22. (A different type of ammunition was 
involved.) Furthermore, the land and groove impressions of the 
rifling of a test bullet fired from the rifle found on the sixth 
floor of the Texas School Book Depository (Serial No. 2766,. the 
alleged Oswald rifle.) and the Lester bullet, differ approximately 
.01 inch, a significant and definitive degree, meaning they were 
not made by the same rifle. The individual microscopic marks or 
striations were also compared "without effecting an 
identification." "Therefore," the laboratory concluded, "nothing 
was found to indicate the . . . bullet was fired from the 

previously submitted . . . 6.5mm Mannlicher-Carcano rifle. Serial 

Number C2766, represented by the . . . test bullet." 

In other words the Lester bullet did not come from the 
rifle found in the TSBD. There all FBI interest just died. 
Procrustean control determinate: since the bullet had not come 

from "Oswald's rifle" it could not have been connected with the 
assassination. The FBI kept the bullet. 

Two other found bullets are in the evidentiary base. On 
December 2, 1970, two college students, Melvin Gray and William 
Koye, claimed to have found a .30-06 caliber copper jacketed lead 
cored bullet in a planter along Houston Street, the edge of Dealey 
Plaza. A friend mailed the slug to critic Harold Weisberg, 
Frederick, MD. Weisberg prompted notified the local FBI agent 
stating that he thought it was a ghoulish plant by persons 

I 

agitated by the Garrison inquiry. 
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Ronald bichtinger, the FBI 1 3 resident agent in Frederick, returned the bullet to 
Weisberg, without any covering letter* Instead he read what he had written on a lined 
yellow pad, apparently dictated to him by FBIHQ* 
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After pausing to deci de, wtether^qr 
from Weisberg who it thought (knowingly falsely) to be a communist 
as well as a critic of the Bureau, which was worse, the FBI (A 
analyzed the bullet. Then they determined the planter had been 
built after the assassination and thus the bullet could not have 
been involved in the crime. They decided to keep their results 
secret from Weisberg who learned of it from the documents he 



suit . 7^^ ft. m ^ L/U,ii ■i 



recovered under a FOIA 



Emery Brown also. found a .30-06 bullet in a planter on Dealey 
Plaza, need data 

In addition to the accounts of bullets hitting the plaza and 
the seven bullets or cartridge cases citizens turned up, two 
bullets struck and scarred a sidewalk and a curb on Dealey Plaza 
and left smears, that the 
' G±%4'«en"Eugjene Aldr 
on the north sidewalk of Elm Street to FBI attention. 

On the day of the assassination KRLD-TV filmed the 
assassination scene and among other things showed a bullet scar on 
the sidewalk running along the northside of Elm Street, near the 
tli ule’ un d&gpaes . That evening Eugene Aldredge viewed the show. 
Seven months later, sometime in June, 1964, he visited the area 
and viewed the scar, which was approximately six inches long, one 



FBI tested 

■ n i ‘ 



edge-persisted— in— bring! 



ng a bullet scar 



half inch wide, one quarter of an inch deep, with metallic smears 
in the trough. Photographs of the scar were taken, showing its 



line of trajectory and its size and location 



r~? 



J 



When the Warren Report appeared in September Aldredge )(e ad— it) 
and- discovered it did not mention the sidewalk hit. On September 
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29, 1964, he telephoned the Dallas FBI office to bring the matter 
to its attention. When they asked why he had waited so long to 

report the matter he stated "he felt that such [an] important 

point would be covered in the President Commission’s Report." When 
it was not he had come forward. On September 30, SA Manning C. 
Clements and SA Richard J. Burnett visually inspected the sidewalk 
area for any scars. They found what they deemed to be a non- 
pertinent scar. Their airtel report to FBI Headquarters reads: 

In the area of the second lamppost, approximately 
thirty-three feet east of the post, in the sixth large cement 

square, four feet from the street curb and six feet from the 

parkside curbing, is an approximately four inches long by 
one-half inch wide dug-out scar, which could possibly have 
been made by some blunt-end type instrument or projectile. 

It is noted that this scar lies in such a direction that if 
it had been made by a bullet, it could not have come from the 
direction of the window the President's Commission on the 
Assassination of President Kennedy has publicly stated was 
used by Lee Harvey Oswald when firing his assassination 
bullets at the late President. 

It lines up with the far western corner of the TSBD. Someone 
wo uld have to lean o ut of the window to shoot the bullet that made 
that scar, or be in the bushes at the base. Once more, the FBI 
employed its standard formula for assassination evidence: if facts 
does not fit the Oswald lone assassin configuration it is not 
evidence . 

I 

A week after his telephone report to the FBI Aldredge 
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mentioned the mark to his friend George Booth who said he wanted 
to see it. So, the two went to Dealey Plaza and found to their 
amazement that the mark, formerly about 1/4 inch deep, "had been 
filled in with what appeared to be a mixture of concrete and 



asbestos ... A crude attempt had been made to make the altered 
appear weatherworn to match the surrounding concrete." The 



have come from the window where Oswald was reported to have been 
firing . 

On October 20, FBI headquarters told Dallas its report did 
not seem to cover the area Aldredge had originally described. 
Dallas should look into this further and Aldredge should be 
requested to further identify the place. On November 5 FBI agents 
interviewed Aldredge at his home where he was confined with 
illness. Aldredge minutely described the location of the mark on 
Elm Street. Then he stated that the scar was covered over in a 
sloppy patch job. In his opinion the hole was covered in order to 
protect the Soviets. He had only mentioned the scar to two 
people, a local newspaper reporter and an FBI agent. (The FBI 
interview with the reporter disclosed he did not believe Aldredge 
and thought he was a nut case and merely listened to him on the 
phone to get him off the line.) Aldredge thought the Soviets had 
infiltrated the FBI. The agents "politely, but firmly, advised 
that his supposition in [that] . . . regard" was wrong and 

absurd. Hoover noted in the margin of the paragraph of the report 
relating this^ "right." 




lined up with the southwest corner of the TSBD and could not 






/U ; 

Dallas located the scar. 



They confirmed "that there is now 
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some sort of foreign material partially covering this nick in the 
sidewalk." They scraped a specimen from it and sent it to the 
laboratory requesting a report. On the routing FD 340 form Dallas 
ticked the square requesting the laboratory keep the specimen. 

But. the laboratory sent it right back to them. Two years later 
the laboratory requested the specimen again. 

Whereupon the subject of the sidewalk scar entered into the 
silent world of the FBI and nothing more is known of it. 

The last known evidence of a shot on Dealey Plaza exterior to 
the automobile is the bullet that struck the Commerce Street 
curbstone and wounded jsdrttzcn James T. Tague. We have discussed 
this in a previous chapter and need only to summarize the 
information. v 

; , ~ 4'Vi/Hw 

On November 22 James T. Tague^attBmptHd“X'o"dr ive east on 

Commerce ^tkc^gh^edl^y-^l-azatumJy^-to-be stopped by traffic at the 

triple underpass. Learning of the President's passing he got out 

and walked to the plaza to view the motorcade. He stood pn the 

t£‘ 

south side of Main Street, twenty-odd feet from the pass" 
abutment. As he watched the motorcade, shots rang out. A bullet 
striking the curbstone, near him caused concrete debris to spray 



and hit and wound h _ beneath the right eye. Two-drops- of 
blood— flowed . 

Deputy Sheriff Eddy P. "Buddy" Walthers, Chief Criminal 
Deputy Sheriff Alan Sweatt, and police officers saw his blood. A 
motorcycle policeman, L. L. Hill, called it. in to his central 
command, leaving a record on the police logs. Officers searched 

I 

and found a fresh chip on the curb, twenty three feet and four 
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inches from the eastern edge of the tripe underpass on the south 

curb of Main Street. It was about the size of a silver dollar, 

the depth of a nickel, with metallic smear in the trough. 

At the police station an officer took Tague's statement down. 

This disappeared from the record and has never been seen since. 

u/JrAA T ^ ft-vLAHffwn, 

The next day James Underwood of »"locaT> 4 ^]^A 4 i^on_^a-tiGn^Wk'a 
teieylsien-reel-^ttot of the chip and Tom Dillard of the Dallas 
Morning News snapped £ still pictured, The mark is clear. A 

it 

photograph of the curbstone appeared in the Dallas Morning News , 
November 24. Still no FBI agent contacted Tague. When on 
December 13 the Dallas Morning News ran a news story headlined, 
"Questions raised on Murder Bullets," Tague contacted the FBI 
Special Agents Henry J. Oliver and Louis M. Kelley 



4*> 



7 1 * 



u 



interviewed him. but seemed to be more interested in whether he 

_ 7 

knew Jack Ruby. Their report dated the 16th (^ ^mite d> Later 

when the Bureau analyzed a June 5, 1964, story on Tague by James 

C. Lehrer^a reporter for the Dallas Times Herald it was 
/ 

prejudiced against him, describing him as a "used car salesmen," 
when he is in fleet sales ^and new car sales management. The 
report distorts the facts, calls Tague a publicity seeker and one 
who is after money, when in fact the very story relates that the 
person (Tague) does not wish his name used and Lehrer did not use 
it. There was never any reference to money. . -And— so— forth . 

s'- 

During his tos44mony ^^r^th^-Wai^en-eommiss4on---staf f 

counsel Wesley Liebeler questioned him. Liebeler asked him about 

his home movies taken of the curbstone. Tague had taken the film 
/ /// y. i 

in May, stored it in his dresser drawer, told no one about it. 
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investigate. Ho found the spot easily by using the existing photographs. But there was 
no longer any nark or'scar or ’hole'. It obviously had been patched, when (hr., aid could not 

hwve done it. As the Dallas easer JFK assassination case agent, Hobert F. Genberling 

A\a 'YiViM'H ■ ' * # 

put it in his summary of the bound reports he sent to FBI1IQ of which this is part, 



nonetheless Shaneyfolt had the <&$ remove* that section of curbstono^ajul then saw 
off a jjiioce about a foot long where the hole had been. He flew it back to WxxhinipfcHHX 
FBI lab in Washington and unabashedly the lab wont through the charade of testing i$ 
for bullet residues, knowing it wa3 tesTing the patch. 1 

Spectrographie analysis, accord llo the FBI’s notes, no formal report having 
been made, detected^ load and antimony, two of the 11 j(?) elements of the alleged bullet. 
SA Hubert Frazier, the ballistic expert, not the opectographer, noted that what had 
been alchemized from a hole or scar to a "smear," could also liave been caused by an 
’hmtomobile wheel weight," a possibility he did not mention in liis Warren Commission 
testimony. 




Spectrographie analysis is performed by buring a minute specimen, photographing and 



then analyzing the flame. jf'Xl 4 J 

In Yfeisberg* 3 second FOIA lawsuit'^for^the results of the FBI 1 3 JFL assassination 

second testing the FBI failed to produce this film of that spectrographie testing. 
i j/v vHi/Wh 

The FBI's explanation^ n^^madq"of^personal knowledge and an undisguised conjecture, is 

that this thin film had been disewrded to save space in the incredibly enormous FBI files*! 

A 

In fact any such destruction was prohibited. 

The patch, of course, made it impossible to determinetthe composition of what cause 

that hole scar^tn stywidl 
0 
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the film had disappeared and now Liebeler had it. How was 



A C iMSw a Yet 



Vi/x,A' y that possible? Liebeler changed the subject. /l/v ~ , T 

KFMK O'h d^ L 7 

fW/V ^ \V- As-labe-as- July 17, 1964, the FBI told the Commission it had 

v / Vv 

jlv «/' \ not been able to find any evidence of the missed bullet hitting . 

I J.V ' < -U'UrMd b>4 

/\\ W |A the pavement. The stalling ceased after Tom Dillard told U.. S. 




N 



r 



/b*j 



Attorney Barefoot Sanders about the. bullet at a social function., y 
L jrkyty) rifth y wvtt-riijM * . I fa bwt-f IK > f j- c Xl^}'K£ > . * ' H 

The FBI sent/SA Lynded Shaneyf elT _ Tb _ ^aITaStd 1 saw the curbstone 
/( 7 

portion out and bring it back to Washington for testing, /he curb 

1 

had been patched by persons unknown and to the FBI a fact they did 
not wish to pursue with honesty for it suggested a conspirator 
might have covered it up to hide the impact. The FBI conducted 
scientific tests to determine the composition of metallic traces 
near the patch area. It was lead with some antimony, the 
composition of the core of a bullet, said the FBI and the 
Commission parroted them in its Report . On neutron activation 
tests done the FBI did not inform the Commission. The conclusions 
of these tests, on one sheet of paper, the FBI told Weisberg in 
federal court suit CA 75-226, they had destroyed when cleaning 

their files. ^ ■_ 

The, chip op the curb was 600 fejet from the Texas, School Book 



W ^ ivlvUl/7 } fa ufotyftkL t/U\ WlM rntj-iLu CilUU u,a7A LPM* f I) ^ wtuun "Vr 

' ' secondary,_impaGt-after-hl-t4J.ng_-Something-else, not^physj.cp-lty 

[Ik jMtt tjt ayy Xhu-> wkii* Irt thrill CWM'ii&i, *-***0 wirt/ v t-icw i arf*- 

, , possible. ^r—itrto'have been f-ired-f^om-rtte-TSBp-- it w oubd— have. 

lUK wh [\c«* fUtfivui M^kueutm-^ (K f, inurfri+lq /w ■** <A < 

iT". ./ i iU r i4 4- r\ K t no -v 4- f r nniQ /Ilf). ' 3+rrKl*-<>fln — f ee f 1 D — 'NKp — nn\7P t'hp • 



to_hav«— eome— at- ,fxame ^^iO'^dpass - Si^hteon-iferelr-in-the-aiT^aBove the 

^ ' ■ ' 71 * ^ uj h‘/j uff^ 



J .(IMltft'M fl.( , tf lUui <ihl< K -lun , £71 Ct JX'MLM.t V) 



Ll ( /K<- 'direction x>f the, shot was to the north, west of. the TSBD rr^.. 
£ (f rf,y\)\\.isUC")') (TulflvWp fKfii <f!k( fyUyCQA,, fU# .ium f /ULn-^^A ***■"& 

*)/ M-M 4wy hM- ff ^ tj Du ^ faUty y ~ /tiv A/ Jkv 
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The Warren Report gave two deceptive paragraphs to the Tague 
shot. The mark they said could have ori ginated, .f ^^e^ead^core 



■©tmd 



of a bullet but. not from the complete copper- jacketed bul 
^Governor Connally’s stretcher. Here again ^e^n counter the 
control determinate of fonlj^pemittl^ three b" 

! fa-Jh a l^erkatirv e ~ iy-tha-t— a n oth e r a 1 e ad oae , V/^/v 

I jk* K-uU. <rf flu / flu* fay# /r v^fa^j 

I If CE3 9 9 _^_dar^thei~dTd— rto4r-- ma k p t^^marrlrTTTerr how r l X d^& get 

~ — /W ccsvU^fi^ i(rutj l^UL. 

t-hprp' 7 The— Commission-of-fered— two i scenarios n^l-ther^f Jlierit. / n 

■ /, . t , x,v frk.UUd 

^ V^ rJdM^gl AA uL krJmr-n-Ji nno nf -44^-WHrtt— JFK's head, „ 

y^t)A **n 4w^7^"^ C* 

jyrf- Lioihft , Qw ^ x ^^J d o ^ ^ mfghb fragment frbm the missed bullet that 

ricocheted .<3- But the shot that hit JFK exploded a» ±he right side 

/ 7 u»r 14+ wfail.1 tCf/i+Ull W A* tynWlldMiM rf4uiAj-i4 <c<^ uu Utictyj 

y^fU- Uv fa of W'TreadrLd^^i^iii^ s 8 hdVe /] luu ri left /5l/^ 

^>mw^c^E7^^u4 }4f - w) KV #■./ 
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TbirU^i tfltl . t-hmugh— un broken -s kull to - 
; ,vW^*^ AAAMtlntk fP III 1*^ FBI Mix fh +< M 
•j ‘ fakkt-H M^lh*t^impo^s4-b-te sho t . A -r icei: 
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| 7 TIi t b i a the evidence of c 

1 nua 4k« b .<.<* ^ <L fa utft&'tbb 

K B. ' ca u -- v | e t mus ' t Yemenlbgf^ that) on. 



• This , ia thg ^evidence of t other bullets hitting outside the 

ly fragments of the evidence survived 
in the form of eyewitness and physical data for there never was a 
serious attempt to gather the physical evidence in a scientific 
manner, e.g., by. sealing the plaza and minutely searching it or by 
a careful sifting of the various types of evidence to gather the 
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hundreds of witnesses and fully explore what they saw or to 
carefully collect,, analyze, and coordinate the information in 
photographic film. It does not imply that each of these instances 
means another shot was fired in the assassination of President 

h^tii VV* , 

' Kennedy /-"Far from it. 

Each instance has to be evaluated in its own terms, carefully 

analyzed with respect to scientific facts, defined by 
relationships to other evidence, and be judged by objective 
standards. The evidence is overwhelming, certain, and compelling 
that the Tague and Aldredge scars are the products of bullets 
beyond the official three. But to concentrate on the 
mind-stunning area of physical facts with their implications 
overlooks the central element in the bitter history of the 
bulletry of Dealey Plaza: the history of the bulletry external to 
th^automobile demonstrates that local and federal authorities 
never investigated the murdet ot^Presiderrt-dahrTT: Kennedy • 




e c e . 

With few exceptions all they did they assumed would be 
locked away in eternal secrecy and no one would ever know what 
they had done. To browbeat a citizen like Randolph Carr to keep 
hln, from speaking to the Pte^.^ha^e^statement^ the 
Hartmans, to slander Tague, to 'hide 'information that disproved the 
official conclusions in the Tague data, was never to be known to 
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anyone. Thus they cou-ld proceed confidently ,to> block, thwart, or 
J'lUj-Wc [1a*i o* A M'Ct'l P^> A *UC tAxAL.ctViA,')'] fU/i'T sflMiCT , l*ftk 

. ‘ coftf- ua c ' the ■ bvldonoo - for-addttional bul-Lctry. — Thf o agents - f,r o nv the 

JmAiv sULlLhM u tA J <W hut'b ^vuhoiruUe A^ 5 / vUrt~ Mu. WV 4 



(iA.Hvt'isi *n , , , , , , 

studied the Hiss, Rosenberg, and- s o fo r th tria ls, knows 




1^7 . 
as anyonfe who ‘Mas 



All of & 






1 i vps the Bureau ha^/been able to hide misfeasance , A 



CyuA Jo ‘lX*~ Aiist^j U/Cjh ot, 

perversion of evidence, and other misdeeds w^tth-ri^ questic/ns e y^£- * 

£,^U c^u&p^l M4 ^ iA*nUMi ylsbu fauH A '' 

/ ^Iobjgo4--arpajnst them/ or — the^r — fries, puddrod-ont — jL nto thp/ snn 1 I giLt- o f 

pu Fw ' ' 

The attorneys from the Warren Commission plucked their 
principles of operation from the legal structure, in which all of 
them were stellar instances of the best America could produce. In 



American law an attorney acts on behalf of his client ^w-ith t-he 
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:aking the responsible to question 



opposing counselor adversary taking the responsible to question 
J h its a^s *** mrrprt h Ls .M ?qiim RnU r bhe judge as a $or t of referee 
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' , ' to the law n of tho 1 -a nd . Ofily in the Warren Commission . 

.wrow n^u ia A „ bfruij, /^yUvfL*? -Iwn^r^ /W i/iy, yke. 

x nvesti - gati -e n. the adversary - context was miss irng-; it was not a 
t/VmiWiti. ( 1 -tv, OcU.<a\~ c£ (facU#( UjbXf Ui Ml-fa* *4 Pv\ AVlA-Al^ J I w 

,^oS Tt h iU_a^t^u^ture-d^c 5 Hflrm f indli!gs~ajready predetermined M, 

iv, fL f t 4, ^ ^ MtfwAra h 0u« A 1 ^^7 ^ 

' '•* ^ii, / a»d as&umed. WXbh— t hiq compe - lling pri & eipl - Q - nf .. rhpi Vprof e^s-ionaL, 

^ Aft' « 3L,. fany^yt4+U4>+4 Aiu.nyL.U 4u( /luf~ sCiA-j I **1 Jpi-A J*U 

}v ^^iicab^ pnt | ^ y^us|. lf iod the i r act i nns -by- this crude — fictio n . They 



/Uu^> 






the public not privy to the deception, the 

i . [.i^cjAfad Li rfZ) uHJun^aT' 



- opi 



in ion to - dire ct 



,ure 
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derated in seer 
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masking and the hiding, and ; ^hey neve 

1 .. fl 

fU W\ flu* ^ 7 x ^ l €A ".sUri fa Unw/yujAtfaM /^AcAAt^v l^l'crhA.^n 

^-defdrre- , ~ ati,d cor r ect thoir actio ns. / </. / i , . 

ciuXuOv\UM* ,hUlt* ^hr 7 ^ 

They d(Lso operated urid^^-^e--STrrrenihg ocvTice tof the— 

.Liu f )u cjuwu* ,41^ A ’Jjpyihl iL— -_. _ . , , _• 

prestigious members of the Commiss i on ! ^Chief. Justice , SvRichard a 
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hi-s— eharm— a nd the significance o f~ his office, did not-permit many 
pl-b-i-g-^ n.g hi r - a - iqp any — small inner do u bts to ^ 1 1 -~n f 

■cj-p-i- t i - HT -sm . Who /Qould dr earn a .or esident ' s murder would not be 
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